¥ ;-\-'f‘! | l‘)
[30SHIPS LAUNCHED

o Carsarge and the Kentacky Pot
Afloat at Newport News,

AT OF UNUSU

is Attended by Great Crowds
irom This and Ocher States,

(AT CUSTOMS ARE LAID ASIDE.

; (hristened by Married Lady, and
(ns With Water,

<106 1Y THE WATER GRACEFULLY,

1
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iilant Compnny Assembles, and

ds tio Down from Richmond,

FAILLS
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e hentucky With Water,
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AL INTEREST.

{ (he Defenders Float Majes tically
Out on the James,

THR FAIR SPONSORS.

Winslow and Miss Bradley Re-
A'tentions and Fiowers,

CHAMBERLIN,

Oihers=Thou-

LAUNCHING,

attaches to the baptism
et ey of e
nnﬂon. Quickened the of the
@ launching of a battleship
;-::en.twn event at any time, hu:' l.l.' ::T
mmwu'm. when two monster defende ¢
ll'l“ the witves in the space of two hwr:‘
m:n‘undertuking and s ntmdml-m'
oma 8 assume a magnitude and Impor-
qu:' l::““ before equalled. This is why
whn:'n \:n:m spectators, two-thirds of
Kenraarge nl;.l'lal!?::t loklh!.‘ s
: ueky
historie James this muﬂ:lnr:“n‘e ik

. Sll RGING MASS Op HUMANITY,
& :l flt before the hour announced for the
sunching to take pluce, all the avallabie"
;::utc; It_: the vietnlty of the imyu on which
h;u ulls of the ships rested was oceupted
i t:l":;r;tlliﬂli mags of humanity, swaying
e i!"-) ke waves driven by the flerce
e 8 0L o slorm, Out on the river float-
od bundreds of eraft of abrolutely ever
description, from the skiff and tny m"y
bott to the great Pursonger steamer ulmi
miun of war, all except the latter crowd-
ed 1o the utmost capacity with eager

sightsecrs. The national vessels on the
;Jlmr::ln “II'.I-E the coruigser Hrooklyn, the!
10 or urit ) i y 1|
s \\'lmlil-'r.r;. and the cutiera Htam:l-l

Most of the vast crowd of people gained I
thlrance to the ship-yard through tllt:}
:;..rv dt the southern end, while the of-
flces of the company were practically de-
firted, only a comparatively smail ;mr:\-
ber of people making an effort to galn ad-
mittunce in thelr walls,. When the con-
Gourse was once Inglde of the yard every-
thing else was forgotten in the engerness
and haste displayed by all to galn -I;Jm;
point of vantoge from which the :!..-ll;ln;
christening might be best seen, The cen-
tre of attractlon was, of course, the two
:.mmn vedsels, which rested lazlly on
the ‘r ndy-gr seldd ways In hnllr-Ip.'aHun
Of the momont that they for the first
_|-n.‘.- would be gently lowered in the
wilers of the histore James, The wavs
are at the eastern end of the yard, and
!u.'.u:n ones in proctically the same place
were dnunched La Grande Duchesse, the

LUreoie, and other of the many handsome
Hners L have been built at the local
yard gince Ite ‘incipiency. Not far from
the twin v sgels the Hiinols, destined to
be the Queen of the American Navy, rests
]Ii.'rlr!:‘r ways, well on the road to com-
l'-:-.-_-_- the time for the launching had
irrived, the erowd had made 4 complete
examination of the two ships as they
proudly courted christening at the he .d's
i thelr fair sponsors.  Notwithstanding
the fact that the monsters are In every
1 t allke, the ones in the erowd \\'Il}]
: d 1o Impress others with the opinion
it they knew whereof they spoke were
heard to compare the lines of the ships,
womée  declaring that the most graceful
symmetpy wus the Kentoeky's, while
others champloned the Kean
The Niinois was not deserted fn inte-
rest that centered "roumd the other two
vessels, and animated discussions were
entered Into as to the fighting qualifica-
tions of the Hlnols, whose construction,
naval experts say, will place the local
ship-yaurd at the top of the st of ship-
building concerns. Meanwhile, the merry
hum of the hammer o the workmen,
proud of their handiwork, prepared the
monsters of the deep for thelr malden
dip in the placid waters of the historie

James,
‘he Kearsnrge Chrlstened First,

The Kearsarge had been selected to
leave the ways first, and in an Ineredibly
short time every polnt of vantage in
the vielnlty of the huge hull, whose dull-
ridd sldes towered above its birthplace,
wis swarming with men and women
anixious to have a good view of the in-
teresting ceremony  about to take place.
sSuddenly the vast throng parted, and
through @ lane flanked on' elther side

by thousands of curlous faces, sturdy,

brond-shouldered workmen, with heavy
hinmme In their muscular hands, strode
to thelr places on  elther side of the
ghip. Then, at & preconcerted wignul, the
hammers rose and fell upon the white-

k wedges that were 10 Mft the welght
of the veescl from the ground Ways 1o
the eradie, or sliding ways, on which the
trip to the water was o be made.

Again the multitude opened up @ path,
and In the midst of an outburst of ¢n-
thusiastic applause, the chrigtenlng party
I od through and ascend the stand
i I bow of the Kearsarge.

The sound of the hammers from be-
neath the hull grew fainter and falnter,
and then died away nltogether,

Now the rasplng sound of a single suw,
us it s its way through the sola pléces
holding the ghip in positlon, caused the
SUrgin crowd -to press closer around
the  VeEss while a silence as still as
death held sway

On the christening stand Mrs, Winslow,
duughter-in-law of the man who com-
anded the old Kearsarge In its famous
battle with the Alabama, held the tra-
dittonal bottle of champagne in her hand
ready to perform the function of sponsor,

SHE GLIDES INTO THE WATER.

As the saw cut through the stout oak
plank, wus a sharp crack, and a
perceptible shiver shot through the large
ateel frame. Exactly at 10:08 o'clock
the Kearsarge slowly atarted down the
ways. Mrs Winslow uashed the botile
against the bow of the recelding vessel,
and in a volce which rung out clear
and distinet, exclaimed:

“i ehristen thee Kea rarge!”

Bteadily and majestically the Kearsarge
traversed the ways, the flags and bunners
swung from every avallable point above
the steel decks, fluttering proudly In tha
breeze.

As her stern struck the water and sha
glided off into the channel with the buoy-
aney ond grace of 4 skiff, cheer after
cheer went up from the mighty throng,

while

nunturnl element,

champlon to her
o describe,

Then followed 8 scene hard t

Thousands etrained to get A more perfect

aatleally waved by the crowil,

ceremony of christening this vessel

i . " . other reasons.
shrieking “_!nrﬂl»_.,-..!“i‘km‘_‘;. T'fi,h;'l been prominently before the public ever
and waving flags welcomed the new nave Do Tta kéol was Tid. VLot B prigon b

(ﬁr'sfol'}ﬂ.'ﬁ“

MISS € R 91:NE BRADLEY BREAKING TH

view of the magnificent ship, and the
pager crowd surged to the water's cdge
to got the better prospect. Cheering was
incesennt as the enthusinstic Spectialors
gave full vent of their patriotle feelings,
1i was a scene confusing and dazzling.

Fus little tuga swarmed around the
Kear ge and brought her ek to one of
the ship-yvard plers, where the fini=hing
touches will he put on.

The first lnunching had been suonersful-
Iy accomplished

The Kentacky Is Christened,

A few yards to the north of the Kear-
sarge lay the Kentucky, whoss. sym-
metrical lines made It g At represe m.-:'rlv.-
of the State famous for racing horses
and beautiful women. The workmen now
directed thelr attentlon to this wvessel,
while the crowd surged around the end
of the Immense erane which stood be-
tween these twin sisters, and impatiently
awnlted the seeond event

The Insplring straing of Dixie rose upon
the* afr, and twelve companies of
Virginia troops, headed by the Naval
Post Band, from the Norfolk navy-yard,
entered the grounds, and were drawn up

to the right of the christening party, on
the tall =tand at the prow of the Ken-
tucky., The detachment was composed
of the Lee Rifes, of Norfolk

e e O - ik

THE KEARSARGE

Captain M. Tarrell; Company E, of Nor- | withe
I.

. Captain T. J Nottinghnm;
and Second Division of the 2 [
Reserves, under Lisutenant C. W, Cake;
the Light Artillery Blues of Norfolk,
Captain M. C. Keeling; the Suffolk com-
panjes, F and G, under Captaing Causey
and Norfleet, and the Franklin Company,
Captain Vaughan, and Company L,
Richmond, Captain Frank W. Cunnir
ham, and Company F, Captain Morgs
K, Mils.

Then the Kentucky contingent hecame
very much In evidence. ‘Their enthusinsm
knew no bounds, The colors of the “Hlue-
grass  State,'” entwined with the
Stars and Stripes, were flaunting from
the military musts of the Kentucky,
while miniature State flags were enthusi-

irfolk

Captiin | from the same yard, anl ¢
H, H. Sheen: the Norfolk City Guard, } nfum reigned in the throng which had

k Noval |

HAD AROUSED SPECIAL INTEREST.
Agide {rom the fact that the battleship
I to \-.\_u-m- of Uncle Sam's finest de-
fenders, much Interest attached to l._In"
or

In fact, the Kentucky has

the unfortunate controversy as 1o who
should be sponsor for the vessel, Miss |
Harrlet B. Richardson clilming that she
had been appointed to that office by
Secretary Herbert, and decluring that she
intended to perform the function whether
or no This complication was finnlly
stralphtened out, Secretary Long appolnt-
ing Miss Christine Bradiey to christen the
ship.

'I‘!hin tangle having been settled to the
satisfaction of all but Mizs Richardson,
the momentous guestion was ralsed as
to what fluid should be dashed against
the bow of the ship. A pumber of en-
thuslastic Kentucklang promptly suggest-
ed that the ceremony be performed with

a quart bottle of old “Hourbon" whiskey.
This precipitated a storm of protests
from the “White Ribboners"” and tee-
totallers, and they began to bring all the

gpongor to Induce her to refrain  from
putting Into execution a plan so repug-
nant te thelr princlples. 'nder their
gealous presentation of the ecase publie
gentiment was swung back to the other
extreme, and Miss Bradley finaliy an-
nounced that she weuld use water from
the spring at which Lineoln once slacked
his thirst. This programme recelved
the sanction of a number of prominent
persons, the Kentucky Leglslature mani-
festing its Interest by passing a resolu-
tion endorsing the position assumed by
the falr young sponsor.

This, however, did not coinelde with
the wishes of a large number of Ken-
tu™mes who were ayerse to a depar-
ture from the time-honored custom of
christening ships, and some of them
quietly prepared to have an auxillary
christening on thelr own attount.

GETTING THE SHIP READY.

The workmen quickly Hned up on elther
side of the massive steel frame towering
above them, Again the blows of the ham-
mers striking In unison sounded until the
Kentucky siowly and imperceptibly rose
from the ground ways and was in posi-
tion to be launched. Again the breathless
pause as the saw gradually bit its way
through the sole pieces. The sharp snap
was Yepeated, and then the Kentucky was

The bottle which held the spring water
with which the vessel was to be christen-
ed was & heavy cut-glass recoptacle,
handsomely mounted in . Mlas Brad-

|

influence possible to bear upon the fair |

- e )

(Deawn from a Phot wgraph Taken Especially for The Dispatels)

ley polsed the glistening bottle high in the
plr and dashed it sgulnst the receding
bow. The cut-glass flew into a thousand
fraogments, while the clear water, In erys-
tal drops, sprinkled the ways beneath,
Thers was s great scramble for pleces of
the xlnss ns souvenirs of the ovcoslon

Miss Bradiey's “1 christen thee, Ken-
tucky!” was distinctly heard, and seemed
to awnken all the latent enthusiasm In
the breasts of the Kentuckians,

THE SCENE MOST INSPIRING.

Then followed one of the most remirk-
able scenes ever witnegsed at a launching,
As the majestie ship lelsurely started
down the slope several pint bottles of
whiskey were dashed against the side of
the Kentueky, The smashing of glass wad
heard above the din and coufuslon, and In
another instant the alr was redolent with
the fumes of old Kentucky “Bourboen®
This oblution was offered by some of the
members of the Bluegruss contingent,
who were determined that no hoodoo
should rest upon the great vessel,

Without undue haste the wvessel tra-
versed the ways, and a moment liter was
afloat upon the historic James, Agaln the
shrieking whistles welecomed the sécond
addition to Uncle 8am's fleet in one day
uin pandemo-

eod the consummation of this great
undertaking

The distingulshed vigitors then hoarded
the handsome steamer Newport News, ol |
the Norfolk and Washington Line, and
were taken to Old Point, where the |
lnunching banquet was held at 2 o'clock.
FLOWERS PRESENTED TO S§PFONSORS

Immedintely after the Kearsarge was
sont to the wave, little Joseph McDonald,
one of the apprentice boys who carried
rivets to the workmen on the Kearsarge,
stepped forward, clad In a brand-new
sult of overalls, and carrylng In one hand
a mechanic's rule and In the other a
beautiful ship of American Beauty roses.
The latter he presented to Mrs. Wins-
low, who gracefully accepted the fra-
grant model of the Kearsarge.

After the christening of the Kentucky,
Miss Bradley was slgnally honored by
the loeal and natlonnl organizations of
the Woman's Christlan Tymperance
Union, On behalf of the Newport News
Mrs. Thomas Sharp presented two
arechal Nell roses, and for
Woman's Christlan Tem-

Miss Loulse Hopkins
and hyacinths, The Loyal
Temperance Legion, of Norfolk, and the
Woman's Christlun Temperance Unlon,
of that city, sent carnations and ferns,
and the State organizotion presented,
through Mrs. R. H. Jones, of Norfolk,
a beautiful basket of Amerlean Beautles,

Mrs. Thacher, of New Jersey the
Natlonal Supérintendent of the Soldiers’
and Ballors’ Work of the Woman's Chris-
Jdun Temperance Unlon, presented white
carnations. The C. P. Huntington Re-
publiean League, of Newport News, pre-
sented flowers through Miss Florence
Jennings,

Ara. Filghugh Lee was presented with
a beautiful basket of flowers by the New-
purt News Chapter of the Duaughters of
the Confederacy. The wife of the Amerl-
can Consul-General st Habana, was
heartily cheered when the flowers were
presented.

Miss Bradley distributed the flowers
among those on the stand, throwing roses
with gay abundon and roval generosity,
which were caught by the gentlemen
about her, and pregerved as memenloos
of the occasion.

SOME OF THE NOTABLE GUESTS.

Among the distingulshed guests on the
christening platform were Governor Ju
Hoge Tyler, Governor Willlam O, Brad-
ley, and thelr staffs; General Nelson Al
Miles, commander In chlef of the
United States army; Admiral Mathews,
United States navy; Commanders MoNair
and Wallace, Senator Thomas 8, Martin,
of Virginin; Senator J. L. Rawlings, aof
Utah; Representatives Jncob Yost, W. A.
Jones, and Peter Otey, of Virginia: A. J.
Hopkins, of Illinols; D, H. Smith, of Ken-
tucky; €. B. Orcutt, president Newport
News Ship-Bullding and Dry-Dock Com-
pany; Naval-Constructor J. J. Woodward
and whe, Mrs. Geerge L. Plckett, Miss
Belle Tyler, Miss Miles, Miss Mary Or-
cutt, and Mrs. Bradley.

MISS BRADLEY'S COSTUME.

At the christening ceremonies Miss
Bradley wore & beautiful creation in
lght-gray cloth, made with demitraln,
with white satin yoked bodice appliqued
with jet and steel passementerio. A groy
velvet hat and nodding gray plumes and
purple violets her costume,

unlor
baskets of N

Miss Dradley wore white lberty silk and
laoe,

The following young ladies partielpated
in the ehristening function as AMiss Brad-
lev's malds of honor: Misa Alles Castle-
man, of Lonlaville; Miss Sallle Bronston,
of Lexington; Miss Lillinn Stege, of Louls-
ville; Miss Abbe Ballard, of Lonisyille:
Miss Mary E. Gatewood, of Mt. Sterling.

Wednesday evenlng Miss Bradiey wns
met in the parlors of the hotel by Mrs.
Johin A. Roblnson and Mra. Joseph
Charles, who, In behalf of the Woman's
Christian Temperance Union, weleomed
her to Newport News, Miss Bradley is a
charming young Indy, and by her gra-
clous manner entirely captured the hedrts
of her caferz. 8he =ald that she had bheen
beautifully treated by the ladles of the
Woman's Christian Temperunce Union of
the Btate and natlon,

| ———

BANQUET AT THE CHAMBERLIN,

A Brillinnt Gathering=Speeches Ty
Gov's Tyler, Bradley and Others,
NEWPORT NEWS, VA, March 24—

(Special.)—=The world's grentest shipbuild-

ing event closed with a brilliant launch-

ing hanquet glyven at the Chamberlin Haotel.

After the vessel was launched the NES

tingulshed visitors who came down from

Washington on the steamer Newport

News were given an opportunity to in-

gpect the mammoth plant.  Many of the

congressmen and naval offfcers  were
shown through the varfous departments,
manifesting  Interest In  the country’s

greatest shipbuilding industry. At 150

o'clock, the Newport News hauled In her

lines and headed for Ol Polnt. The run
was made n 3 minutes
Mr. C. B. Orcutt, president of the New-

port News mallding and Dry-Dock
Company, 1 wny to the Chamberlin
Hotel, where covers had been lafd for 7K
Ruests,

THE BANQUET HALL

The banguet wa= glven in the ball-
room, and when the doords were swung
open the spaclous hall presented o scene
of brilliancy., Festooned about the large
white pillars and ‘arches were the Stars
and S8tripes, State flag= of Virginian and
Kentueky, and the colors of the navy.
The combination of colors presented a
pleasing pleture to the eye. When the
guests were seated thers was not o va-
cant seat. The dining hall then |,-|'1:-"-I\I-"-|.
a dnezling seens,  Thers were many of
Virginka's nnd Kentucky's fulrest daugh-
ters, fanning their warm but happy faces,
surrounded by admlirvals, commaodores,
eolonels, captains, and lHeutenants, with
their gilded uniforms glistening In the
Slectrie Hghts, At the northern end
of the hall a platform had been erected
for the guests of honor, which included
tovernor J. Hoge Tyler, of Virginie;
Governor W. O. Bradiey, of Kentucky;
Vnited-States-Senator Thomas 8, Martin,
of Virginin: Mr, M. E, Ingalls, president
of the Chesapeake nnd Ohlo Rallroad
Company; Congressmun R. 8. Hapkins, of
IMinols:  United-States-Senator  J. L.
wwlings, of Utah; Admiral Matthews,
and Commodores Watson and MeNalr,
I'nited States navy. President Orcutly
ocoupded the seat In the centre of the
platform. It was not long after the
guests were seated that the popping and
fizzing of champagne bottles mingled
with the rattiing of dishes and the hum
of wvolces One hour was spent around
the festal board, while the elegant col-
latlon waa served In courses,

THE PRESIDENT AND NAVY.
Then Mr, Orcutt arose amid a storm of
handelappings. Briefly the chief cxecu-
tive of the ship-bullding company ex-
pressed the pleasure he felt in having so

%

_ Ar
the evening festivities at the Chamberlin
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E BOTTLE OF WATER ON THE KENTUC (Y.

many guests to honor the company's
greatost achlevement. This brought forth
another wave of applavse, Then, as toast-
master far the oceasion, Mr. Oreutt
called on the guests to rigs and drink a
toast to the President of the United
States, This done, Congreszman Hopkins,
of Illinols, was called on to respond to
the toast “Our President.,” The speaker
wius In good volee. 1In part, he sald:
“Ihore 18 no man who has occupled the
position of Presldent of the United States
I would mora willlhgly respond to than
that great American, William MeKinley.
{Applaus#), The oecldent of birth han
given other countries their rolers. Bome
have developed thelr country; but maost
of them were despleable characters. In
this country, thank God, It s different,
By the suffrages of the people, we choote
our ruler. The present Chief Executive
s a typleal Amerfean. His life has been
an open book, and he stands ¢lose to tha
people. This was well illustrated the
other day, when Congress unanimously
voted to ploce money at his disposal to
carry out Americanism. I thank God we
have as President a man who Is so well
rounded and complete” (Applavse.)

The navy was the next toast, Senator
Rawlings responded in o brief speech, de-
eluring that n strong navy was not only a
guarantee of peace, but a comforting
thing In time of war.

GOVERNOR TYLER BPEAKS.

The toast to the “Old Dominlon” was
wesponded to by his Excellency, Governor
Tyler, of Virginia, who was most folluls
tous In welcoming the Governor of Ken=
tucky on the ausplelous day, when two
battieships were launched, one In the
pame of the daughter State, He told
several ancedotes, one of which, it It
pointed not 4 moral, it eertainly reflected
sharply upon the breaking of old customs
tn the manner of christening ships. The
Governor disclalmed oratory as his es-
pecial forte, and alluding to his recent
vielt *to the oyster =ection on official
work, continued his speech, in the
lnnguage, as he said, of a friend:

“It I1s with peculiar pride and pleasure
that I arise to respond to the sentiment
posed, The Incidents of to=day  add
another page to the annals of this proud
okl Mother Commonwealth., She has ever
been to the forefront In pegce ag In War,
in material as in intellectual development,
As she gave to the world, for the world's
betterment, o Washington, a Madison, a
Maonroe, s Jefferson, @ Jackson, and a
Lee, =g i the onwiard progress of this
ninetesnth century she has kept abreast
with that o neement, and has furnish-
ed to our commerce an Bl Swd, an Kl
Nord, and a Greand Duchess, and for our
natlon’s defence o Raleigh and a Texas.
To-day we witnes=ed a 1

tacle which
has no parallel In the annuls of this
country, at least, of the keels of two
mammoth battieships gllding over thele
ways from Virginln's shore into Vir-
kinla's historie  waters—historic in the
naval battle which which, fought here
some thirty-odd years ago, revolution-
ized the navies of the entire world. We
are proud of our rising yvoung vity, yet
In her teens, and I confidently expect at
no fatire day to see her second to no
ship-bullding port In the world. Lat not
our more distingulshed sen-coast me-
tropoli begrudge the natural advantiges
with which nature has enriched Newport
News, for never did jealousy bring great
commercial succesz or lmprint high char-
acter upon a nation,

COMPLIMENT TO MISS BRADLEY.
“It is a pecullar pleasure to me Lo waol=
come upon this occasion the Chief Muog-
Istrata of Virginin's Blue-Grass daughter
within the domain of the old Common«
wealth. The old Mother State has reason
to be proud of Kentucky beyond all her
other daughters, She has kept allve the
old traditions, und even surpussed the
mother In her artistle spirituelle, so that
the abllity of the average Kentuckian

“(CONCLUDED ON NINTH PAGE)

“Fighting Bob" Brans. Directed

INPORTANT WHITE EGUSE TALKS.

PRESIDENT HOPES T0 AVERT WAR.

Preparations For It, Roweyer, Will Not
Be Interrupted.

MAINE REPORT IN WASHINGTON,

1t Will Be Sent to Congress Mondays- .
Question of Interventlion in Cubm
Wilk te Considered llnloull!nﬂ. (

WASHINGTON, March 24.—The last dap
before the arrival of the report of the
Malne court of Inquity was one of Uhs
exampled activity
ters.  Advices cnme early that the Spane
Ish torpedo flotilln had safled from the

official quars

moment the most energetle warllke meoas
pures followed each other In constang
The movement of thia fleel
had been watched with the keenest lne
terest, as It was felt thar (b (nvolved ses
rious possibilities, which might compel
the United States Government to protosg
agninst It as of o hostile character,
Immeadintely on the receipt of an ofMecled
digpateh from one of our naval attachew
abromd, briefly announcing the salling of
the flect, the fact was made known Lo
the Presldent, and an enrnest confersncl
was held between him and Secretary
Long and Assistant Secretary Roosevelty
The serlousness of the movement was
tully consldered, and the President wal
advised that naval strategists conside
It Important that this torpedo fleet sh i

not be allowed to reach wostern walers,
cfclusion was  reached I8 noB
7 =

Later in the day, the Spanish Ministen,
Genor Polo ¥ Bernahe, ealled At the Stath
Department, and spent some thme with
It is naturally Inferred that
the approach of the Spanish flotilla ‘was
one of the subjects referred to., Whether,
any suggestion
agninst this move was not disclosed by
sither Judge Day or the Bpenish Minkster,
both of whom maintained the striclesy
reticence regarding thelr conforence.

NAVAL ORDERS.

Following the fotilla announcement, ime«
news enme  raplaly.

announcement by Becrelary
Long, indicating the placing of our squads
ron and fle t on a war-fodting:

s Admiral ¢ leard has beert granted leave,
very much to the regret ol the Navy Des
piartment, on account ‘
taln Sampson has been made cons
mander of the feet at Key West,
tnin Evans has been orderad to take
mnnd of the buttleship Towa."”

The orders to the squadron In Hompton
Roads have not yet bes

Although the announce
It soon beeame Known that Come

modore 'W. 8, Behley wos alited to coms
“fiying wauadron,”

This announcement w
of*unusual importante At this juncture.
heen In command of
West throughout the
e Maine disaster, Cap-
been In command of
pbut more recently has been con-
the public as president of
1 of Inquiry. Captain Rob-
\ is better known as “Fight=-

I
-
3
:
:
o

B~

o TR

ment dld not so

as recognized AW
Admiral Bleard hag

eritical pertod of th
tain Sampson his

gplenous before
the Muaine Hoard

The next Important movement was &
determination to create a joint commis-
glon “from the War and Navy departs
sy as to bring them Into harmo.

nlous action on

Barker, the naval ald, of Becretary Long,

ted to represent the Navy De-
this common plan of actien
ntative of the War Depart.
n named. It will not
we two officers o
as they can best ar-
f action in conference
f the two departs

ment has not yet Lo
be necessary for
lenve Washington,
range a joint plan o
with the bureau chlefs o

PURCHARE OF EMALL CRAFT.

of the day, came an
e Navy Department
hasing clght steam

Then, ut the close
announcement that G
had succeeded in purce
4 four #team tugs, P
ut und near New Yor
suxiliary naval
ahout 40 tons eac

k, for use in the
The bonts are of
h, and in an emergency
gultuble for use as o
The yachts purc
the fleetest niong the
are sald 1o be
Mayflower, recent
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WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCES.
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